College Park Quarterly Meeting
State of the Meeting Reports, Summary as of Spring Gathering, May 19, 2012

It was a treat to read the thirteen reports that have come in so far, and we expect to report on 11 more in the fall. The similarities in preoccupation and practice amongst our meetings are affirming.  The main differences are in size: Mendocino often has only 4-5 participants on a Sunday, and half a dozen other meetings are very small, and only meet twice a month.  Meanwhile, Strawberry Creek often has close to sixty at worship, with a large First Day School.  
You also can read these reports in detail, in this binder this weekend or on the Quarterly meeting web site as they come in.  (See collegepark.quaker.org)  What I will offer here is a quick overview with some of the more interesting ideas highlighted.

Our grounding in communal worship is constantly reaffirmed, with spiritual growth nurtured through book and discussion groups, worship sharing, Faith and Practice study -- and through many kinds of share and care practices.  These include men’s and women’s groups, Friendly Eights (or Sixes), healing circles, and annual retreats.   Several reports spoke of encouraging (and subsidizing) attendance by at least one or two people at Quarterly and Yearly gatherings. Two or three meetings have members attending FGC and FWCC gatherings this year.
Meetings reported more deaths than births or new members.  The decrease in numbers and the increase in average age of members is a challenge to many meetings. Reduction in the number of committees is a common response, with meetings trying to decrease the projects they undertake to match their strength and light.  Several meetings have reevaluated their finances and have contacted non-participating members to clarify their intentions.  Instead of a presiding clerk, some meetings have co-clerks and one has a “clerk committee.”  Meeting web sites are increasingly common as a form of outreach.
Despite manpower challenges, Friends everywhere are involved in peace and justice work.   Interfaith cooperation is mentioned several times.  Common involvements include abolition of the death penalty, the Occupy movement, meals for the homeless, prison ministry, earth care, long-continuing peace vigils, and AVP. 

Meanwhile, several meetings have a building to tend to, and only one or two have a resident or paid caretaker. One meeting has a vegetable garden.  Visalia is currently blessed – and challenged -- with a gift of property. 
Frail people need support, too, and by all reports, it is provided graciously in meetings everywhere. Children and teens get special attention.  Live Oak has an intergenerational First Day School before worship twice a month.   Four meetings spoke of involvement with the PYM Youth Programs Coordinator.
Trust among participants becomes an issue from time to time in meetings, and calls for our best efforts in patience and understanding.  Reno Meeting asks to be held in the light as they recover from an earlier year of difficulties.  Indeed, the annual sharing of all our State of the Meeting reports is an occasion for mutual recognition, love and light to flow under and around us all. 
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